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LOCAL WIRELESS he aller-work rafgic i

nristlocked and home

EXPERT jAN Ni E VAN ZYL seams far away. {:rm.n
MONITORS HIS HOME 1uress mn e sers o
FROM HIS CELLPHONE !t heatrg or o conditoning

vun a nice, hol relaxing bath - aad,

WH I LE TRAVE]_LI N G H the cars in fronl of yau don'l
starl maoving sosn, yow're going
A B R OA D < tf:lrnéHH yvaur lavourile | p;-;:-.! :.:.Il;;
programame, orwhich you frgol le
set the WIR.

Betore your stress leveds rocket,

you an whip out your cellphone
and - with no mare lhan an SMS -
perloerm all these tasks without even
breaking o sweal

A Tully automaled home was

oace the stufl of science Ilfhuhl

ant lantasy. bul lechnology has
placed it ali literatly in the hands

ol romeswners. IEs aot that hard

i rsacne, when you consider i
wasn'l Lhal long ago that we used to
Bave o gel out ol our cars toe open
gazaie doors, of even 1o open the
viehicle's patrol cup or honnet,

Many houmes alrearly have various
autemated leatures, [rom secirily
syslems and irvigation to healing
andt lights, bat they function
snciependently, which is whal
Fannie van Ly] of Ompisolalions
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cacovered when ne was buiiding

nis dream house in Plattekloot,
Cape Town,

“We wanled an integrated, holistic
spprivech which covered the enlire
specinun, 50 we put out a teader
bt there was no-ane wha could

Ao this, " says Van Zyl, a self-
confessed gadget freak ~ who went
om b design and build the system
himself.

Since then, ks company has fuliy
automated more than 30 homes

in the Cape Town area, using a
rentratised intalligant conizeller o
operate any aumber of indepandent
appicatinns.
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These include tighling and powaer;
auckin and video; deors, gates

andg custaing nealing and cooling
syslems; pool pumps, water features
anc irrigaiion; and hof-water
systams. Even a robotic vacuem
cleaneys can be included in the
package.

But if there s one particular faature
thal a homeswner values above

ali others, it's security. With every
system designed individually

and taking personat lifestyle
requirements into consideration,
sacurily can include CCTY, motian
sensars and astomated access al
ali peints on the property, from
exterior gales to inlerior doors.

An integraled system can be
monitored and controlled through
a variety of intesfaces, such as

a PC, wall-mounted or portable
touch panals, through WaP, 3G
or Wi-Fi, but perbaps the most
canvenient and innovative is
throumh something millions of
people already own - an ordinary
cellphone or PIA

When agriving o) or leaving
home, a siple coda sent vii
ShS will deactivate or
sel the alarm system,
but communicalinn
wirks bolh ways:

when spmeane

fings the doorbell at
Housa Van 2yl H1s
neard throvghout the
multilevel kowse. Touch
screens mmeadiataly
display CCTVY images

of the person outside,
and Jannie's cellphone
Beaps with a receive)
ShiS as well as a
captured image of the
visifor, so the residents
can take the appropriate
action. The two-way SMS

.

Hunctionality witl alse alest the Van

Lyis if the pool cover is aclivated,
ensuring they are aiways aware of
their chifdren's safety.



In additice, stilis and video stroaming

can be sent to the cellphones an

regirest, ao matter whera in the worid

the Van Zyis are travelling, which
means they can check in on their bwo
voung children at any time of the day
or night - whether they are in Roma
ar Rendehasch.

With imragination being just about the

only lmil to what can be automated,
smart homes are the wave of the
future, although mainly for newly-
baiit houses, “Existing homes can be
retro-fitted, but peapls should bear
in mind that # invelves kilometres of
wiring and conduits, which can be
hard to disguise, [¥'s much easier to
plan for a new house, " explains Van

Zyl, "Cne should budget between five

and seven percent of the project cost
for automation, which can generally
be recovered within five 1o sovern
yedrs in terms of enerdgy savings, "

With licfhts that only go cn when
SOMEe0nRe is in the foorm, waker
features which are tumed off when
the on-beard weather station detects
increased wind, and geysess that are
switched on only when necessary, it’s
easy to see his poiaf,

While full automation has herome
more accessible, not evaryone can
afford to go the whole hog, Bat
knowing your home and your loved
aNes are secune 15 a goed place

o start.

"THE TRANSFERRING OF

SECURITY VIDEO TO PARENTS’
BLACKBERRY SMARTPHONES,
CELLPHONES OR PDAS IS THE

“Home ueers are stariing 1o
embrace and see the vatue in CCTV
surveillance becanse of the low
cosis and high security,” says Mask
Chertkow, Managing Director of
Craphic Image Techaologies, local
distributer of the SerVision videa
monitaring systems.

“The transierring of security video
to parents’ BlackBerry smariphonas,
celiphones or PDAS s the cusrent
trend in the UK anrd USA, and we
have begun fo see the adoption of
this trend in the local market, " says
Cherthow,

“The main advantage of the
SerVisien system for families is that

it is & system with professional levels

ol top quality video transmissions
and the ability {0 breadcast video
o mobile devices [BlackBerry
smariphones, celiphone and PDA),
altowing reception of live video and
alerts anywhera and at any Hme.”

SerVision recently release a
new chaanel CCTV server,
which allows remate
vigwing of video
from homes and
offices using

REMOTE SURVEILLANCE FROM
VODACOM
Single camera soluiian:

bets wowe check in on the kids ot
heme or keap an eye on the 4l al yaur

store; right on your cellphoie.
Fealuras include -
= live video sireaming direc
I wovar callphiene,
= Maohon dedection
- movemant will frigger
SPOT® to sent an SMS
alet o yaur callabons,
=3 Ramobe orming cnd
disoming.

Multiple camera selution:

\Watch cver svery inchof

your praperty rightan your

cafiphone with VEREFI™.

Features include -

= Connract up o five cptional external
WiF comeras hoa single dedl,

= Streaming ue video with cudia
ddirect o your celfohone, lapkap or
daskiop PC,

= Infrared night vision technalagy,

=¥ Motion ond soeed detecfion -
Hipgess an SME that iz sant
toryour ceflphone.

Back-up bodery with tvo

haurs standby rime,

CURRENT TREND [N THE UK AND
USA, AND WE HAVE BEGUN
TO SEE THE ADOPTION OF THIS
TREND IN THE LOCAL MARKET”

GPRS, EDGE
and 35 networks
at a cosl of just 5c par
minuie 1o view the viden.
It’s a small price to pay for
peace of mind.

Far mare information about either
sPOT® or VERIFI, please visit
www.vodotem.co.za,



